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AFRICAN PHOTO SAFARI 
Big cats of the Masai Mara 2012 
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Tour 1:  6th – 12nd July      --     Tour 2:  13th – 19th July 

The Masai Mara, Kenya is one of the premiere safari destinations in the world; the 
abundance of wildlife set against the Mara plains is simply breathtaking. It is this that 
brings photographers and wildlife lovers alike to this magical place time and time 
again. This trip has been carefully put together specifically to get the most the Mara 
has to offer whilst maintaining a fantastic bush experience. 
 
The time of year and unique camp location provide the best balance of viewing 
opportunities whilst maximising a through and through safari experience. July sees us 
heading in slightly before the peak of the season. This will help create some more 
personal wildlife encounters with less chance of lots of vehicles crowding around every 
sighting. 
 
This, combined with the fantastic location of the camp on a private concession (where 
we will be doing most of the game tracking), sets the stage for an unforgettable 
experience with unparalleled photo opportunities. Hosted throughout by professional 
Wildlife Photographer Richard Costin alongside some of the best guides in the Mara, 
you have the makings of an unforgettable trip. Perfect for serious photographers and 
wildlife fanatics! 
! ! !
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A short ride later, after taking in the sights of the plains from the air, you will touch 
down at the small airstrip, where you will be met by your smiling hosts, and transferred 
to your home away from home; Kicheche Mara Camp for our first tour and Kicheche 
Bush Camp for our second. The camps are located right on the plains so there will be 
game viewing en route! 
 
Once we arrive at the camp you will be welcomed by the friendly staff and shown to 
your tents, where you will have a chance to unpack and freshen up. After an informal 
introduction to the camp and its workings and then lunch, Richard will give a quick talk 
on the basics of safari/vehicle photography and shortly afterwards we will all head out 
for the first of our full on drives. The guides are always in the know as to what is 
happening in and around the reserve and we aim to get our safari off to a good start by 
diving right in and getting straight to work. 

TRIP OUTLINE 
 
Departing from London, you will arrive in Nairobi, where you will be met by one of our 
guides and transferred to the nearby Wilson airport for your short internal flight into the 
Mara! 
  



! 4!

DAILY ROUTINE 
 
As mentioned previously, we have arranged to have some of the best, award standard guides 
working in the Mara today. The Kicheche camp runs its own range of Toyota Land Cruisers, which 
are excellent for our purpose. Through and through off roaders, they offer good comfort with large 
open sides and full-length open tops to maximize maneuverability for you and your gear (very 
important and often overlooked). 
 
Important to note, we have specifically limited the number of people in each vehicle rear area to a 
maximum of 4. These vehicles are capable of holding six, sometimes nine people but for our needs 
we have decided to restrict the numbers to allow the best opportunity to work as a group. Moving 
yourselves and your gear into position with ease is extremely important and often overlooked. Many 
safari trips keep costs down by cramming people into the vehicles to capacity; this simply doesn’t 
work well for photography and we don’t work this way. On our first tour, there will be two vehicles 
with a total of 8 travellers. On our second Safari we have just 4 places in total. These small group 
numbers mean Richard will be available to tutor and guide you properly without distraction.  
 
Your enjoyment and photography will be a priority and any questions or help you need at any point 
will be catered for without hesitation. The guides have extensive knowledge of the land and wildlife 
and will be glad to answer any questions you may have about the Mara and its inhabitants. 

The camp has several vehicles and all stay in constant 
radio contact throughout the day.!
 
Should one group come across a good find, the other will 
be notified and head to that location if they are having less 
luck on that particular day. This in effect quadruples our 
chances of coming across a great sighting! 
 
Depending on what the group collectively decides or what 
is happening out on the plains, we will return at lunch for 
some r&r. If we plan to travel further from the camp or 
come across an incredible find, we may stay out for the 
duration. We have total flexibility and can adapt to take 
advantage of what the Mara has to offer that day.  
 
Breakfast is usually taken out in the field and eaten 
alfresco on the plains once the first light has risen into the 
harsher midday sun. Lunch will also be taken this way 
should we be out all day.  
 
Plenty of water is provided for all (very important), as is 
shade in the vehicle should you need it at any point.!

!
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Our strategy for the drives will vary slightly from day to day, depending on activity in the reserve. 
Broadly speaking, it has been our experience to head out well before sunrise. This allows the best 
chance of coming across something before the sun rises over the hills and to get ready for some first 
light photography, which (alongside sunset) is absolutely the best time to photograph. Whichever 
tactics we use on a given day, our main aim is to do whatever we can to put you in the right place at 
the right time. This requires a careful balancing which sometimes involves hours of waiting and at 
other times racing across the plains before the light fades. It is important to note that at no time will 
Richard or the guides stress or endanger the wildlife simply for photo opportunities.  
 
We will be able to accommodate most requests to move the vehicle to get your desired angles etc, 
but there are sometimes (not always obvious) reasons that this will not be possible. Having seen the 
effect a bullish driver can have on the animals at various locations around the world, we simply won’t 
push things too far. Kicheche has a very strict code about this and it is one of the many reasons 
Richard chooses to work with them. 
 
The drives will be suitable for people of all ages as long as all occupants are able to keep quiet and 
move calmly when around a find. Children are most certainly welcome but do need to be able to 
maintain quiet when necessary and be able to be out for extended periods. Therefore, we have 
decided to place a lower age limit of 8 years. Please note that children (and adults!!) must be able to 
behave appropriately; we are unable to allow provision for disruption during the drives as it is unfair 
to everyone else. 
 
Back at the camp, Richard will always be on hand to offer any help and advice on the photography 
and technical side of it all. Informal lessons on processing your raw files and workflow tips will be 
conducted in the communal areas. Richard has years of experience in the post production industry 
and thus has extensive digital imaging knowledge that helps make the most of a digital workflow. 
 
You will be provided with a full and detailed equipment briefing well before departure when your 
booking is confirmed. A good guide is to have a decent long zoom and wide as we are working from 
moving vehicles and therefore will encounter many situations where either will be required so the 
more you can cover yourself the better. You will not be trekking with the cameras.  

Please be aware that there is a normally a 15kg (total!) 
weight limit on the internal flights. However, as camera 
gear can be heavy, we have arranged to up this to 22.5 
kg per person (total). Packing camera equipment is an art 
form unto itself and you will be briefed exactly on what 
you do and don’t need and how to make the most of your 
bag space. Having travelled with all kinds of equipment, 
Richard is very experienced in this and will advise here. 
You really won’t need to bring the kitchen sink and your 
entire eveningwear collection; laundry is available at the 
camp and we had to cancel the fashion show anyway! 
 
Fitness-wise, aside from bumping around in an off-road 
vehicle you will not need to exert yourselves and 
relaxation is mandatory in the evenings back at camp! 
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THE CAMP 
Kicheche Camps are classic and tented, perfect for 
experiencing the Mara as it should be experienced. They 
are located perfectly for game tracking in Masai Mara in 
prime wildlife territory, offering a more authentic, personal 
stay than the larger more advertised camps offer. 
 
Kicheche has extensive experience working with 
professional photographers and filmmakers plus excellent 
food provided by very friendly and efficient staff. 
 
The vibe at Kicheche is very much a communal one. After a 
long day on the plains, we return just after sundown (or 
later if we have had to travel out further) and after a quick 
hot shower, everyone settles down around the campfire for 
a few drinks and to swap stories from the day. Later on, 
the bell is rung and a fantastic dinner awaits us! Please 
note that should you wish to get your head down very early 
(or stay up late!) that is more than fine. Everyone is different 
and the camp respects this. 
 
There is a special area available to all for recharging 
batteries with plenty of UK style sockets and it is safe to 
leave devices charging and downloading at any time. 
 
Once you are ready for bed, you will be asked what you 
would like with your wake up call (coffee, tea, hot 
chocolate etc.) and escorted back to your tent for a good 
night’s sleep ready for the (early!) morning drive. 
 
Each tent has its own flushing toilet and shower in a 
separate section. Please note hot showers are available 
every day, but only at set times (usually when we get back 
from our afternoon drive) as the hot water needs to be 
delivered to your shower’s water tank. Accommodation is fully sealed and very safe, spacious and 
comfortable with generous soft beds and full amenities. 
 
There are staff watching over the camp all night. If you have a problem or need anything, a quick flash of 
your torch from the window and they will be able to assist, although we are hoping you will be fast 
asleep after a good day’s safari! Your wake up call will be timed according to our scheduled departure 
for that day (early) and will include your choice of tea/coffee/hot chocolate etc.  
 
All vehicles are maintained on-site and depart from the camp’s main entrance, so bag carrying is kept to 
a minimum.!
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COST & DATES 
 

FOR CURRENT AVAILABILITY, PLEASE VISIT WWW.RICHARDCOSTIN.COM/TOURS 
 

• TOUR 1 
o 6th – 12th July 2012 
o Based in Kicheche Mara Camp 
o 10 full safari drives 
o Two groups of four 
o £2960.00 per person 

 
• TOUR 2 

o 13th – 19th July 2012 
o Based in Kicheche Bush Camp 
o 10 full safari drives 
o One group of four 
o £3335.00 per person 

 
Costs based per person based on two sharing a tent, single supplement options available. 

 
This includes.. 

•  International flights on British Airways (economy) 
•  All game viewing activities (including park and conservation fees) 
•  Meals, house drinks & laundry at the camp 
•  One park fee into the main Masai Mara reserve  

Most of our drives will be in a private concession where the game viewing is fantastic and 
more importantly less crowded with vehicles. We do have the flexibility to enter into the (more 
mainstream) reserve should it prove advantageous. 

•  UK and Kenya airport departure taxes. 
•  22.5kg total baggage allowance. 

 
What is not included.. 

•  Visa fees (currently US$50 per person) 
•  Travel insurance 
•  Items of a personal nature 
•  Gratuities 
•  Optional tours and excursions (balloon safari etc..) 
•  Any food in Nairobi. 

TOUR OPERATOR 
To ensure a truly safe and professional trip from start to finish the 
booking and handling of this expedition is through our partnering with 
Safari Consultants. This UK based company is fully ATOL bonded for 
your protection and is very experienced in providing and sourcing the 
best service for trips throughout Africa. Used by Richard for his solo 
expeditions, they offer great service and peace of mind.  
 
A condition of this booking is that the flights (included in the price) are 
also arranged through Safari Consultants. Any specific requirements or 

SAFARI&
CONSULTANTS&
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THE SMALL PRINT (ENLARGED!) 
Whilst some trip organizations like to gloss over the following, we feel it is important to note that 
this trip is a genuine safari experience, therefore.. 

 
All stages of this trip are well planned and run by some very experienced people. However, it is 
called wildlife for a reason. Although it is extremely unlikely to return from a drive in the Mara empty 
handed, we are ultimately only able to show you the wildlife in Mara as it is, wild. So please be 
aware that we cannot 100% guarantee a sighting of a particular species. Please be assured 
however our guides live and breath the Mara every day and are superb trackers! 
 
The Mara is one of the best spots to see these animals in the wild, but you must be prepared for 
some periods of waiting and that some drives will be better than others. Richard and the team will 
be doing everything possible to make this a trip to remember but we feel it is only fair to let you 
know that this is wildlife; a trip to the zoo it isn’t! 
 
Likewise, the weather is beyond our control but we will be prepared to go out in all conditions, 
come rain or shine. This can, however, have knock on effects for special excursions like the early 
morning balloon rides. We will always press ahead regardless of the weather as long as it is safe. 
 
People who can put things into perspective and enjoy whatever nature has in store will get the 
most from this trip, including those who wish to come without cameras at all! 
 
As mentioned, this trip is suitable for ages 8 and over, providing appropriate behavior in the 
vehicles and around the camp is maintained. Should an individual behave inappropriately, Richard 
and Kicheche reserve the right to restrict that person’s safari activities. This is to ensure a fair and 
enjoyable trip for all guests. We have never had to do this though and hope we never will! 
 
There is very little walking or physical exertion required. However, please note that the ride can be 
bumpy when driving from location to location. If this may be a cause for concern, please get in 
touch for further information. All correspondence is held in the strictest confidence.!
 
We are able to accommodate those with restricted mobility but will need prior information with 
regards to the requirements in order to make the necessary preparations. 

!
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COMING ALONG? 
 
If you are interested in our tours, please visit www.richardcostin.com and use the contact section of 
the website and let us know! We will need your name, and contact details (email, phone and location) 
for starters. You can also email info@richardcostin.com or call Safari Consultants directly on         
+44 (0)1787-888-590. 
 
You are under no obligation by registering your interest and your details will not be shared or used 
for anything outside the scope of these trips. 
 
Please note that places are strictly limited and that your place is not guaranteed until your deposit 
has been paid. As mentioned before, all transactions are handled directly with Safari Consultants for 
your financial protection and peace of mind. 
 
Once your place is confirmed you will receive additional information about camera gear and all other 
information relevant to the trip. You will also have contact details for both Richard and Safari 

!!

The$fantastic$2011$group$with$our$sundowers$
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TERMS & CONDITIONS 
Here is some additional information about this trip in bullet points to make sure it is all clear. 
A full terms and conditions from Safari Consultants will be provided prior to final booking or on request. If you 
have any additional questions, please get in touch. 
 

• Single accommodation is on offer subject to availability and a supplement charge. We are able to arrange 
sharing for two separate single travelers if the opportunity arises. 

 
• The price stated includes the current fuel surcharges being levied by the relevant airlines. We will not 

surcharge this price unless further fuel surcharges exceed 2% of the total cost of this itinerary, in which 
case you will only be surcharged the amount which is over and above the 2% surcharge. 

 
• Exchange rates: Please note that the exchange rates between the SA Rand and/or US$ dollar and 

UK£ pound are currently extremely volatile, with the recent trend being a huge devaluation of our 
UK£ pound. As many costs relating to your holiday are paid in either of these currencies, the price of your 
holiday is closely linked with these exchange rates. For this quotation, we have used the current exchange 
rates, however, we will need to reconfirm the holiday price with you at the time of booking. Please see 
section 8 of Safari Consultant’s terms and conditions for further details of the pricing policy. 

 
• For your financial protection all bookings and payments will be made through fully bonded UK tour 

operator Safari Consultants. 
 
• It is a requirement that flights are arranged through Safari Consultants.  
 
 
• Please note all images in this brochure are © Richard Costin Wildlife Photography. This brochure or any 

images/text within may only be reproduced in its entirety, and then only in relation to the trip. All images 
were taken during a stay at the Kicheche camp. 

 
• For more information on Richard and his work, please visit www.richardcostin.com 
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ABOUT RICHARD 
A dedicated nature lover, with a proven ability for snapping 
the UK’s own amazing variety of wildlife as well as travelling 
around the world to photograph some of the more exotic 
species. Richard’s zeal for and talent for getting close to 
wildlife is a good compliment to the technical skills he has 
developed; both out in the field with the camera and during 
his years animating in the digital post production industry. 
 
Published in national papers, magazines and books around 
the world alongside TV appearances, including BBC South 
East and Radio 5 Live, he has now begun work on his first 
book and continues to help and inspire others as they take 
up photography in what is now most certainly the digital age. 
 
Very conscious of his subject’s wellbeing and always acting 
with “respect and awe” when dealing with species both 
large and small, he is a vocal champion of photographic and 
stalking technique above gear lust. Enjoying the moment 
and taking the rough with the smooth (all with a smile on his 
face) has ensured a consistent stream of quality work that 
adds to his portfolio each year. 
 
You can find out more about Richard and his work at 
www.richardcostin.com, on Twitter @richardcostin or on 
Facebook as “Richard Costin Photography” 
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