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The Greatest Show On Earth!
DEPART: 7th September 2013

RETURN: 13th September 2013

! The Great Migration is an annual wildlife spectacular not to be missed! Each year 1.5 million 
Wildebeest and 300,000 Zebra alongside a supporting cast of many others make their long trek from 
Tanzania to Kenya’s legendary Masai Mara National Reserve in the constant cycle following rains and 
food.!
! This trip will be focusing on this spectacular event which has to be seen (heard and smelt!) to 
believe. Your host, professional wildlife photographer Richard Costin alongside his hand picked guides 
are hugely experienced in working in and amongst this fantastic spectacle and work very hard (and 
more importantly, work smart smart) to ensure prime viewing and photographic opportunities. One of 
the highlights of this trip are the unbelievable river crossings that take place on the Mara river. 
Experience and determination are two very important factors that mean we get results, putting in the 
extra time and effort needed to help you on your way to achieving stunning shots rather than simply 
getting snaps from far away. Of course this is all done to Richard and the guide’s strict ethical codes 
which always put the wildlife first at all times.
! Whilst the migration will be our main focus, it is of course a prime opportunity for Africa’s 
predators to indulge themselves and come out in force. Lion, Leopard, Cheetah, Crocodile, Hyena and 
so much more will also be on our list and we will most certainly not be overlooking their contribution 
to the proceedings. The sheer numbers of prey bring out every kind of behaviour in the cats and often 
spectacular action is seen. You will be ready to make the most of any encounters with Richard 
instructing you and your cameras as well as making the most of the award standard guides to 
capitalize on any situation they and their amazing tracking skills sniff out.



Many photographers run tours to the Mara but Richard’s images speak for themselves as to his experience 
and skill working on the African plains.

Always putting his hard earned photographic and animal experience to work for you in tandem with the 
tracking skills of the guides, you will be in the right place at the right time to take advantage of all the encounters. 
Richard will be on hand to improve your technical and field craft skills whilst out in the plains, taking your 
photography to the next level all whilst having a blast. Whether you are a well seasoned snapper or total beginner 
you will be able to learn and grow, returning with images to be proud of as well as skills that you will carry with 
you on your next photographic endeavours.

Known for his realistic, no nonsense approach to teaching and his own photography, anyone with any level of 
gear or experience will enjoy this trip. Field-craft, patience and technique are what you will learn, putting 
whatever gear you have at your disposal to best use.

You will be working in the same way the Richard does on his solo expeditions, that is focused on getting the 
shots when the opportunities arise without a lot of the fluff and posturing that often accompanies wildlife 
photography. Once back in camp informal sessions on raw workflow, processing and all related aspects of digital 
photography will be made; preferably with a cold drink in hand! We run focused trips, working hard to get the 
shots but all the while never loosing the important sense of fun. That’s why Richard does what he does, a love of 
animals and enjoyment of nature. 

The trips are limited to 8 people with a maximum of 4 guests per vehicle (vehicle’s normally carry 6 or more 
guests, so we ensure you all have room for your gear). This is hugely important and often glossed over on some 
other tours. You really do need room to move around in the vehicles to make the most of the opportunities that 
we work hard to get and these vehicles really do allow for this when not full to capacity. 

This tour is heading out in early September, an ideal and most likely time to see the Migration in full swing. 
This is of course nature at work and you need to be aware the migration varies from year to year; sometimes it is 
early and sometimes late. However the Mara never fails to deliver and no one works harder to ensure you come 
back with great images and just as importantly fantastic memories.



THE CAMP
LOCATION

Kicheche Bush Camp, located in 
the private conservancy of Olare 
Orok.
A Fantastic place that borders 
the main reserve. We greatly 
prefer this to staying inside the 
reserve as we have the luxury of 
working in the much quieter 
conservancy where numbers of 
people are strictly limited with 
the option to venture into the 
main reserve whenever we want 
to.
Those located in the main 
reserve are prohibited from 
entering the conservancy which 
ensures a much more calm, 
natural environment in which to 
work. When the situation arises 
we will enter the main reserve, 
particularly to view the amazing 
river crossings the migration is 
so well known for. 
Flexibility is a key part of our 
tours and this really does let us 
have our cake and eat it!

CAMP STYLE
Kicheche Bush camp is an 
amazing, luxury tented camp 
that, in our opinion, offers the 
perfect balance of comfort with 
a true African experience.
Large, fully sealed tents with 
toilets and a piping hot shower 
available at the end of our 
afternoon drive, they are the 
perfect place to get the rest you 
need each night to be at your 
best for the next day.
Fresh meals are prepared daily 
and really offer fantastic dining. 
Richard is renowned for 
thinking with his stomach and 
you can be sure if he is staying 
at a camp, the food will be 
excellent! All food and drinks 
are included and there is 
nothing better than unwinding 
around the campfire after a hard 
days photography with a cold 
drink as you hear the local Lion 
pride calling to each other over 
the plains.

ROUTINE
We start early each morning and 
head out in the respective 
vehicles. If we have a tip or 
know of a likely sighting we 
may head out together but 
usually we both go our separate 
ways. Both vehicles (as well as 
several others the camp use) are 
in constant radio contact, this 
multiplies our chances of a good 
find and puts the guides to their 
best use.
We always have a picnic 
breakfast out in the bush and 
lunch arrangements are per day, 
pending the wildlife and how 
far we need to travel from 
camp.
Most days we return to camp 
for lunch and a rest (the heat of 
the day means all the cats will 
be resting too), heading out 
again later for our afternoon 
drive. Return to camp is usually 
just after sunset for a quick 
freshen up before meeting at the 
campfire for our evening meal.



ACCOMMODATION
Kicheche Bush camp is fantastically comfortable yet still a real bush experience. Very safe and 
sealed tents with flushing toilets and a hot shower each day. There is plenty of room with no 
need to squeeze in anywhere and all the necessary amenities are on hand right there in your 
tent.

After a full day of Safari Photography we return, usually not long after sundown with a hot 
shower awaiting you in your tents. After your shower we all meet at the now roaring campfire, 
sit around with a drink and swap stories from the day. Shortly thereafter dinner will be served 
which is freshly prepared each day by the fully trained chefs and is truly delicious. The menu 
changes each night and a huge variety of cuisines are prepared. Those with dietary 
requirements simply need to tell us at the time of booking and the chefs take care of the rest!



You will be shooting in the ‘Richard style’, that is stress free but focused (pun intended!) with the maximum 
flexibility. Wildlife photography is all about being adaptable and Richard has ensured maximum flexibility 
throughout the trip. Limiting each large Land Cruiser to 4 people means there is plenty of room for bags/gear as 
well as enabling easy manoeuvring for all occupants at once. The reason for this is that there is then no need for 
turn taking on each side of the vehicle and everyone can shoot at the same time, regardless of where the wildlife 
is. Room to work is essential and you have it. Many trips try to maximise client numbers by filling the vehicles to 
capacity. Not only can this get uncomfortable but it means you will miss shots so is a definite no for our 
workshops.

The Land cruisers are heavily modified and allow high, out of the roof shots as well as (and as Richard prefers) 
low down eye level shots. All unused seats are removed so you can stand, crawl, sit; get to any angle you desire. 
This is hugely important and a key concept to the days activities. The Kicheche camps are very, very helpful to all 
the oddball requests a pro wildlife photographer has and is one of the reasons Richard chooses them time and 
time again.

VEHICLES & PHOTOGRAPHY



Richard will be squeezed up in the front out of your way alongside your guide and on hand to instruct and teach 
at all times as well as directing the driver for the best angles to get you the shots. We have a maximum of 8 guests 
per trip (two vehicles) and Richard will alternate each drive between them.

Back at camp, Richard will be on hand for any workflow tuition you may require. Some are keen to process on the 
trip and others not so this will be completely optional with as much or as little mentoring as you like in this regard. 
Constructive picture critiques and drive debriefings are also there for those that want to take advantage of Richard 
back at camp. We also know many like to simply switch off and unwind at the end of the day, if that is the case 
Richard will be on hand via email/Skype after the trip to answer any questions you have once you start editing 
and processing your pictures back at home.

Charging is taken care of with many UK plug sockets in the mess area so all your gear can charge quickly each day 
if needed.

Photography gear can be heavy, and as such we include an extra weight allowance for the internal flight into the 
Mara. Normally your TOTAL weight is capped at 15kg. However, we insure you get a guaranteed 22kg (per 
person) which can help take the stress out of packing heavy lenses.

You will receive full pre-trip briefings well ahead of departure advising you on recommended gear and equipment. 
Richard will be on hand at any time via email/phone to answer any questions you have prior to departure 
regarding any aspect of the trip.

If you would like a first person perspective of life on our trips, check out Richard’s Africa Live blogs which he 
makes on each trip....

www.richardcostin.com/africalive

www.richardcostin.com/africa2012/

VEHICLES & PHOTOGRAPHY

Our fantastic group from February

http://www.richardcostin.com/africalive
http://www.richardcostin.com/africalive
http://www.richardcostin.com/africa2012/
http://www.richardcostin.com/africa2012/


ITINERARY
• Depart London 7th September 2013*

• Arrive in Nairobi on the evening of the 7th
You will then be picked up by our ground team and transferred to the Fairview hotel for a 
night’s stay. The hotel is superb an includes a huge buffet breakfast. Please note any 
additional services (evening dinner/room service etc..) will be at your own expense.

• Picked up in the morning (8th) for the short transfer to Wilson airport for the 10:00 
internal flight into the Mara.

• At approximately 11:00 Richard and the guides will be awaiting you at the airstrip to 
welcome you to the Mara and transfer you to the camp. Casual game viewing will be 
made en-route as the airstrip is right in the heart of the Mara! Upon arrival at the camp 
you will have a chance to unpack and unwind. Lunch will be served at 13:00 and our first 
game drive will begin afterwards, usually at around 15:30.

• 5 Nights at camp all inclusive, with safari drives and full tuition with Richard.

• 13th of September, the morning will be out on the plains as normal for the last safari 
drive. Returning back to camp in plenty of time for lunch and packing before being 
transferred to the airstrip for the 16:00 flight back to Wilson airport.

• Back in Nairobi you will picked up once again by the ground team and transferred to a 
local restaurant for an afternoon meal (please note this meal will be at your own expense, 
but is completely optional). After a relaxing meal (or just a sit in the bar) you will be 
transferred to Jomo Kenyatta airport where you will check in and wait for your evening 
flight back home.

• The flight is an overnight and will arrive the next day (14th) back in the UK in the early 
morning.

*If traveling from outside the UK please get in touch. It is a condition that UK origin flights are 
booked through our partners Safari Consultants but those outside the UK can arrive in Nairobi and 
join the trip from there.



BOOKING FAQ
Hopefully this brochure has wetted your appetite for adventure. If you are considering 
booking here are some bullet points to outline the frequently asked questions. Please get in 
touch if you have any further questions.

• All bookings are made through the excellent, ATOL bonded UK tour operator Safari 
Consultants. We have been using them for all our African tours over the recent years and 
they are fantastic. Ensuring you are financially protected and that all the logistics go 
smoothly. They are also able to help you arrange any pre/post workshop travel around 
Africa should you require.

Cost: £3385.00 per person. THIS INCLUDES..

All flights (assuming travel from the UK, please contact for non UK options).
All game viewing activities (including all park and conservation fees).
All meals and drinks in camp and breakfast in the Fairview hotel.

• All accommodation fees.

Increased baggage allowance from 15kg to 22kg 
The above cost is based on two people sharing a tent (twin beds or double bed are at 

your choice). Single accommodation available upon request with a supplemental cost. We 
can also arrange sharing between separate travellers if requested and the space is available, 
so let us know if that is the case.

What the above cost DOES NOT INCLUDE..

Kenyan Visa fees (currently $50 US per person)
Travel insurance
Gratuities/tips
Optional additional tour excursions (balloon safaris etc..)
Food in Nairobi with the exception of Breakfast at the Fairview which is included.

As mentioned Richard set this trip up with maximum flexibility in mind. If you have any 
requirements or are traveling from outside the UK, please get in touch and we can always 
work out a plan for you wherever you are traveling from.

http://www.richardcostin.com/contact
http://www.richardcostin.com/contact
http://www.richardcostin.com/contact
http://www.richardcostin.com/contact
http://www.richardcostin.com/contact
http://www.richardcostin.com/contact


THE SMALL PRINT (ENLARGED!)
Whilst some like to gloss over the following, we feel it is important to note that this trip is a genuine 

safari experience, therefore..
All stages of this trip are well planned and run by very experienced people. However, it is called 

wildlife for a reason. Although it is extremely unlikely to return from a drive in the Mara empty handed, 
we are ultimately only able to show you the wildlife in Mara as it is, wild. So please be aware that we 
cannot 100% guarantee a sighting of a particular species. 

Please be assured however our guides live and breath the Mara every day and are superb trackers of 
award standard. As well, Richard’s photographic experience in the Mara speaks for itself through his 
images, not just his words. The Mara is one of the best spots to see these animals in the wild but you must 
be prepared for some periods of waiting and that some drives will be better than others. Richard and the 
team will be doing everything possible to make this a trip to remember but we feel it is only fair to let you 
know that this is wildlife; a trip to the zoo it isn’t!

With regard to the famous crossings, these can be upsetting as the chaos can be too much for some so 
are optional. Also they can be very busy. We will do out very best to ensure a good viewing and our 
guides have years of experience to predict the best times. We can and will put the hours if for those really 
wanting to see them but please be aware that viewing the crossings are an art form we are well versed in 
but we cannot 100% guarantee it or how big it will be.

Likewise, the weather is beyond our control but we will be prepared to go out in all conditions, come 
rain or shine. This can however, have knock on effects for special excursions like the early morning 
balloon rides. We will always press ahead regardless of the weather as long as it is safe. People who can 
put things into perspective and enjoy whatever nature has in store will get the most from this trip, even 
those who wish to come without cameras and simply observe the wildlife.

This trip is suitable for ages 8 and over, providing appropriate behaviour in the vehicles and around 
the camp is maintained. Should an individual behave inappropriately, Richard and/or Kicheche reserve 
the right to restrict that person’s safari activities without refund. This is to ensure a fair and enjoyable trip 
for all guests. We have never had to do this though and hope we never will!

There is very little walking or physical exertion required. However, please note that the ride can be 
bumpy when driving from location to location. If this may be a cause for concern, please get in touch for 
further information. All correspondence is held in the strictest confidence and the camp is very 
accommodating to all needs so something can always be worked out as long as we know in advance.

The price stated includes the current fuel surcharges being levied by the relevant airlines. We will not 
surcharge this price unless further fuel surcharges exceed 2% of the total cost of this itinerary, in which 
case you will only be surcharged the amount which is over and above the 2% surcharge.

Exchange rates: Please note that the exchange rates between the SA Rand and/or US$ dollar and UK£ 
pound are currently extremely volatile, with the recent trend being a huge devaluation of ourUK£ pound. 
As many costs relating to your holiday are paid in either of these currencies, the price of your holiday is 
closely linked with these exchange rates. For this quotation, we have used the current exchange rates, 
however, we will need to reconfirm the holiday price with you at the time of booking. 

Please see section 8 of Safari Consultant’s terms and conditions for further details of the pricing policy. 
It is a requirement that UK flights are arranged through Safari Consultants.
If you have any further questions please simply get in touch and we will be happy to answer all your 

queries. You can find us at www.richardcostin.com/contact where you can see more of Richard’s work.

http://www.richardcostin.com/contact
http://www.richardcostin.com/contact


JOINING US?
If you are interested in our tours, please visit www.richardcostin.com and use the contact 
section of the website and let us know! We will need your name and contact details (email, 
phone and location) for starters. You can also email info@richardcostin.com or call Safari 
Consultants directly on +44 (0)1787-888-590.
You are under no obligation by registering your interest and your details will not be shared or 
used for anything outside the scope of these trips. Please note that places are strictly limited 
and that your place is not guaranteed until your deposit has been paid. As mentioned before, 
all transactions are handled directly with ATOL bonded Safari Consultants for your financial 
protection and peace of mind. 
Once your place is confirmed you will receive additional information about camera gear and 
all other information relevant to the trip. You will also have priority contact details for both 
Richard and Safari Consultants, who will be on hand to answer any questions you have prior 
to leaving.

http://www.richardcostin.com
http://www.richardcostin.com
mailto:info@richardcostin.com
mailto:info@richardcostin.com


RICHARD COSTIN
A dedicated nature lover, with a proven ability for snapping the UK’s own amazing variety of 
wildlife as well as traveling around the world to photograph some of the more exotic species. 
Richard’s zeal and talent for getting close to wildlife is a good compliment to the technical 
skills he has developed; both out in the field with the camera and during his years animating 
in the digital post production industry. 
Multi award winning in both wildlife photography and visual effects, published in national 
papers, magazines and books around the world alongside TV and radio appearances, 
including BBC South East and Radio 5 Live. He takes great pride in helping teach and inspire 
others as they take up photography in what is now most certainly the digital age. In a world 
where everyone is an ‘expert’ on the web forums, he much prefers to let his images do most of 
the talking with regards to his experience and abilities.
Very conscious of his subject’s wellbeing and always acting with respect and awe when 
dealing with species both large and small, he is a vocal champion of photographic and stalking 
technique above gear lust. Enjoying the moment and taking the rough with the smooth (all 
with a smile on his face) has ensured a consistent stream of quality work that adds to his 
portfolio each year. 

You can find out more about Richard and his work at www.richardcostin.com, on Twitter 
@richardcostin or on Facebook as “RichardCostinPhotography”

http://www.richardcostin.com
http://www.richardcostin.com
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